Critical Realism and interdisciplinary research

Organiser: 
Roy Bhaskar (Guest Professor at Aalborg University)

Lecturers: 
Professor Roy Bhaskar, Aalborg University, Professor Petter Næss, Aalborg University, Professor Mike Sandbothe, Aalborg University

ECTS: 
3 (2 without paper)

Dates:
 12 – 13 December 2006 
Place: 
Aalborg University

Deadline:
5 December 2006

Description: The aim of this PhD course is to provide opportunity for doctoral students to develop their meta-theoretical reflections. The course will focus on one particular strand within philosophy of science, namely ‘critical realism’. During the course, the leading critical realist theorist, Professor Roy Bhaskar will be giving general topic lectures on critical realism, with a particular focus on meta-theoretical conditions for interdisciplinary research. Bhaskar will also supervise PhD student presentations. Næss will be presenting applications of critical realism to empirical research within planning and urban studies. As a part of the course, a debate focusing on differences and similarities between critical realism and pragmatism (represented by Mike Sandbothe) will also be organized. 

Course participants are supposed to give short oral presentations of their PhD projects, focusing on the ontological, epistemological and methodological assumptions on which these projects are based. A paper (2-3.000 words) on this subject can be written beforehand (deadline for submission: December 8), and presented by the participants during the course. 

Program:

DECEMBER 12

0900

Introduction with short presentations of the lecturers and participating Ph.D. students

0915 - 1000

Roy Bhaskar: What is critical realism? Core concepts and assumptions, and key demarcations from other positions.

1015 - 1200

Workshop, Part I. The first group of Ph.D. students present their projects, followed by comments from Bhaskar and discussion
1200 -  1245

Lunch

1245 - 1330

Roy Bhaskar: Interdisciplinary research in a meta-theoretical perspective.

1345 - 1430

Mike Sandbothe: The pragmatist position within philosophy of science, and its implications for interdisciplinary research
1445 - 1600

Discussion: Critical realism and pragmatism: Do they try to answer the same or rather different basic questions? Is there a common ground or are there at least intertwinements, connections, bridges?
DECEMBER 13

0900 - 1000

Roy Bhaskar: The generalized social ontology of critical naturalism/critical realism, and its implications for social research, public policy and planning
1015 - 1100

Petter Næss: Social planning and the predictability of social behaviour
1115 - 1215

Discussion: Necessary conditions for public policy and planning to be possible

1215- 1300

Lunch

1300 - 1530

Workshop, Part II. The remaining Ph.D. students present their projects, followed by comments from Bhaskar and discussion
1530 

Closing of the course
